Me. 


EY * = al | 
SKIRMISHER| 


8 L FL AS ED 


AND 


' DEFENDED; | 
Being an ANSWER ta Pamphlet, 


EVITT REDS 


By Wikigm Penn, 


Jam. 3-13z1416. Who is a Wiſe Man, and endeed with Know - 
ledge amongſt you? let him ſbew out of a good Conve) ſation 
his works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom : But if ye have bitter 
Envying ana Strife in your Hearts, glory not, and I "ye not 
againſt the Truth : For, where Envying and Strife ic, there 
1s Confuſion, and every Evil work. 
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THE 


Skirmiſher Defeated 


AND 
Truth Defended : 


Being an Anſwer to a Pamphlet, incituled, 


A Skirmiſh made upow (uakgriſm. 


F all the Evils that attend Controverſic about Rehi- 
pion, there is none more odious and provokin# 


then that of AGfaring Principles, and giving Thee 
under mens Names to the World for their Doftrige and Judg« 
ment which they abhor to believe, much more to afſert and 
divulge to others. And this I hope I may without Offence 
a id, That lobe A7i/repreſented hath moſtly been the Lot of 
Trub inalt Ages,and her peculiar Difficulty and Suffering from * 
the World: For, no ſooner has Almighty God bleſt Mankind 
with furcher Diſcoveries ef his heavenly Will and divine Helps 
to perform it, then ſome or other, and theſe not a few, have 
i . mediately eppoſed themſelves to that Work, and the Lo- 
vers and Abctters of it; nor have thoſe Adverſaries been of the _ 
Rabblc,Men of no Letters Education or Pretence to Religion, 
by/no means; mich the contrary, the Learned Crew,.the 
Clergy, thai great Corporation of Religioft;, it hath been ge: 
n= fuch, the Chemarirs, men of the Black Robe, that 
from a Pretence to greater Knowledge then others, an Edu- 
cation in the Studies of Divinity, a peculiar Warrant and 
Miullien, with the Courterance of Worldly Authority, t ave 
B | uſed 
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uſed their Skill and employed their Abilities to traduce Truth, 
and ſtigmatize her Followers, expoſing both to the Fury or 
Mockery of the World ; tell me when this fell'out otherwiſe, 
and allow me Scripture Story but to be true and ſacred, 

I pretend not now to write an H:fory, no not to epitomiſe 
that which is already writ, nor need [, for the Caſe is evident ; 
but becauſe Examples are ſo ready, I will inftance in him that 
ſaid, I a the Way, the Trmth ard the Life : One while the 
Sertbes and Phariſees took hold of his Nanconformity to their 
Cuſtoms, and then he was a Deſp'ſer of Moles, 4 Ereaker of 
the Law, one that mad: woid the Traditions of the Father: : 
Another while, he was a Men Fe'low, but a Carpenter's Son ; 
and what Manof Quality would faBow-him+? or who would 
make a Meſſiah of a Mecl.anick? or a Saviour of ſo ſervil. 
an Off:ſpring ? But- when this would net day then +he .was « - 
Sdyparitan, and had a Devil, and caſt out Devils by Beelzebub 
the Prince of Divits ;, thereby. rendring his Perſon hateful to 
the Jews, that refus'd all Cominerce with the Samaritans, and 
his Wonderful Works ſuſpetted -of a Diabolical Power, leſt 
the. Pooplc fhould believe in him :; But this Trick failing, and 
the Pcople believing, left any of Nete ſhould be taken with 
him, they fling out, chat he was 4 wiry [dict, one that knew not. 
Letters; and that noxe followed him but thoſe, that are eurſed, 
and know net the Law, the Rabble, the Vulgar and1lliterate 
People : | But whes this-Stratagem ſucceeded not to leſſen his - 
Reputation, and queſtion his Pretences, they bruted up: and 
down, that for all his pretended Perfe&tion,. he was 4 Looſe 
Perſon, « Wine-bibber, a Companion of Publicans and Sinners, 
net fitto be the Leader of a. Strit Sect, nor qualified for ſs 
Glorious a Work as that of the Mcſhah's. God Rill blaſting 
their Deligns, and the People Eacking after him, - admiriag his 
Doctrine, his Authority, his Wiſdom and his Miracles, the 
Jewiſh Council of DoRors and Rabbies roundly accuſe him 
of Blaſphemy, «nd have the Confidence and Cruelty to ſceks 
his Lifejtelling P:late,that They bave 4 Lew,and by their Law be 
ought to D,e ;, but Pilate (crupling the Matter, and finding 
heir Proofs ſhort, faints in t'icir Buſineſs, which they percei. 
ving, 


(;z) 
ving,with one loud Cry, a5 if it were a Dare to Plate to deny 
them their Murderous Ends,tell him, He «en Enemy to Ceſar, 
hoping though P:lare wou'd not concern himſelf with their Laws 
and Cuſtoms, yet that being Ceſar's Deputy and Officer, he 
would not ſuffer any man tolive that was a declared Enemy 
to Ceſar's Government ; and they had their End, 

"Nor did his Dsſciplcs fair better, who were accounted Exemies 
tothe Law & Scriptures, Seducerr, D.crivers of the People, Prfbse 
lent Fellows, Sowers of Sedu3#n;Turners of theWorld »pfide down, 
&e. But who were they that made this lamentable Oppoſition? 
were they literally Feathens, or-profcſſedly 1»fidet: ? no fuch 
matter;for that might have in ſome \. nſe extenvated the Crime, 
at leaſt have ſpoyl'd our Parallel ; butthey were the OF ſpring 
of Abrahany, Great Seripturians, to whom pertain'd (the Coves 
nant!, Promiſes, Alcprion, and if we will take their word for 
it, Chi/dren of God, wn Bor dage to none ;, though its not to be 
doubted butthat they were by Nature Heethers, and for all 
their great Profetſion /nfidels in (pirit, and great Slaves to Sin, 
and Childrcn of the Evi! One all this while, Now, this bas 
been our Caſe, who arc in Reproach called Qnakere, 

Inthe Firſt Place, we muſt honeſtly and plainly confeſs be. 
fore almighty God and all Men, t':at we have been of the com- 
mon Maſs of Mankind, and had our Converſation in the times 
paſt, inthe Vanities, Pleaſures, Sports and Luſts of this World, 
_ living in ſome reſpect without God and Chrift in the World 

( though under a Profeſſion both of God and Chriſt, as 
the moſt Part of Chr:ftendom (fo called) de at this Day ;) and 
in this dead Eſtate to the living Senſe and Enjoyment of God 
and Chriſt in our Souls, the Lord viſited us, and by his own 
convincing and reproving Light, Power and Spirit hath he a« 
wakned us. and bronght us to behold him, whom we under all 
our Profe(hon,of Religion, had more or leſs grieved and pier- 
ced with our vain Thoughts, Idle Wordgand unholy AQtions, 
and to Sorrow with true 2dly Serrow, and be in wnfergned Bu - 
rerneſs, as for © ur firſt born or our only Child, the Lord thus 
redeeming us through his holy Rebukes and Judgments from 
an evil Converiation, and converting us to kimſelf by his own 
B 2 Righteous 
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Righteous Law in-our Hearts, And when. it had pleaſed.God 
thus to rouſe us out of our carnal Security,and fire our Reuſe if 
empty Profelſ.on-about our Ears, and open the Book of Con+ 
ſcience, and call us to Judgment, kindling his holy Terrors in 
our Hearts, becauſe of cur paſt Converlatien, that had been 
in the vain and ſinful Faſhi« ns and Cuſtoms of the World, cal. 
ling God our Father, and. not bern cf him, and Chrift Lord, 
>. 4 by his holy Spirit, neicher bad taken up his daily Croſs, 
to. the ſlaying of our own V\ ills and carnal / fletions, not« 
withſtanding the great Profcfſion that we in Words made of 
him and the Chriftian Re's;14n, We came to ſee that- trve 
Chriſtianity was another 1 hing then the World apprehenced, 
and that as he was no.more a Few that way one.outward, /o nes. 
ther was be « Chriſtian that was,onc out ward, but he was 4 true 
Jew «nd Chriſtian ;hat was one inward, whoſe Praiſe w not of 
Aden, but of God; in this Zeal that God Fad begs ttenini's for 
his own living Way, the ſpiritual Circumciſion, the right 
Cbriſtiariry, namely, Tebe Chr:ſt likr, to de the Hill of God 
in Earth as it done in Heaueny's live unſpotted from the Wor [d, 
and no more weteliuve, rule and ordir, but Chriſt, that livah in 
wy which 14.10 have eternal Life abiding ina. In this godly 
Zeal, Ifay, fertt is pure and living Way, we ſrequemtly te. 
ftified toall People. what God bad done for us, where he found 
us, what-he dilgovered tous, what he conderaned us for, what 
he redeemed vs from, and what he had brought us to, carne ſt> 
ly recommending the Light of Chriſt +witt tn, that maniſeſts 
the Mind of Chriſt unto thern, vehcmently decrying the life- 
le's Profeſſion they- worſhip God, the eternal Spirit in, and 
ſhewing te thern a more excellent V\ ay, becauſe a more prre 
and ſpiritual Way; manifefting to them how that they called 
Chriſt their Lotd, and: did not obey him, their Saviorr, and 
were not ſaved from Sin by him; yea, how they magnify'd him 
inche Hiſtory, and cxucify'd | im in the Myftery, warning them 
of their carnal Fauh, Hope and Security they lived in; which 
cleanſed not their. Conſciences from dead Works, nor over« 
came the vain and wicked Spirit of the V Vorld, particularly 
exhorting them to turnaway from thelr hireling Teachers, that 
had 
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had cauſed them to err, whoahough they ay'd; Thu ſaith the - 
Lord, the Lord. never ſpoke by them, and Godfaid of od, 
ſuch ſhould nor profit tbe People, ho fed and-dlothed themielves 
| of the Flock, Gur had no heaven!y- Bread, 'no- green: Paſtures, 
no pure Fountain to feed and refreſh the Flack with ;, and that 
all thould learn of the Lord, -that teacheth-his people himſelf 
by his own good: Spirid 1. ter, inward: Partsy according" to 
the Tenure of his (econ and everlaſting Covenant,' char they 
tnrnnot a7am wnio Felly.”' | 

For this Teſtimony ſake hath the Devil raged, and plottce 
our Ruine ever ſince we have becn a People; now like a Lyon, 
thenlikea Lamb; 'one while in the Appearance'of a Serpent, 
another while in the Shape of a Dove 3 bur ther Lord God Je- 
hovah hath kept us- hitherta, none of \ bis Weapons hath yet 
proſpered, and 'ris our Fauh none evorthall z for: our Conki- 
dence is in him whom the Winds and Seas obey. 

Sometimes they tell us of our Novelty,asthe F:wr did Chriſt; 
Abrabam we be ova thees\ay theFews; Before Abrahamayes [ ani, 
ſays Chriſt;the Chriſtians were counted Vapnres 3 
both by Jews ORIOnT Faesror Sq are 7 -i yy 
01r5,the pure, plain;ſpiritoal-Religion & Worſhap ?t "9727 
was before7cw or Gentle were;anon we are /enorant, [Hiterate, 
Mechanical ;, by and by we are Subtil Feſuney, Craft y Decis- 
vers, then Fawlifts, as quickly Papifty;- by fome counted 
Enemies 5a Cfar, by others Temporrzers ; our Vilage is con- 
tinuafly wary din the Eyes of the Ourſade Chriſtians, as was out 
bleſſed Lord and Maſters in the Zyes of the: Ourfide Fews ; for 
what can eſcape their Cenſure ; there is a Sort of Men nothing 
pleaſes ; one (ayes we ate Sociniens,. owning Chriſt to be but 
meerly a Adan;anotherghat we are Saber hiaxs and Y alent inians, 
and deny 1 be Manbood of Chriſt ; Rarts up a'third;: and fayes;.. 
The Qakers expe& 19 be juſtified by rheir an Works 4 a fourth 
preſently cryes out, They will danothing unleſs the Spirit move 
them (how are the Works ours then ? ) ſome. imprilon us be. 
cauſefer Conference ſakg we cannot rake up Army, others for 
Feay we ſhanld; Avaing our Plainnels in Apparrel is conclu+ 
Qed Singularity 5 ouy proper Speech, Radenc/ſs ; ous Strips. 
turcy..- 
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2 tarclDialeft; Clhiting ;" if we conſcientioully refuſe them ovr 
' Hat, 'tis Prede; if out of pure Tenderneſs we cannot ſwear, 
"tis Comtempt of: —_—_— and if wt doc to pay the Parſon 
. * Tythes," tes reputed Robbery, theugh we havenothing for our 
- Money of him : / In fine, our Silence goes for Sufenne/7, our 
* Sobricty' for -feroſity, our Frugality for Covetenſneſ; ; and 
» for our Doctrines,'they-are only Ancepedes to Truth ; for we 
. are made to » God,” Chrift, Spirit, the Immortality of the 
Soul (yet _ hold our Strfobe God, + Chriſt Ss huly 
- Spirit' tod) char we deny the Scripunres, Miniſtry, Church - 
- Ordinances, Fuſtification and Salvation by Chrift, the Reſur- 
relbion, Rewards and Puniſhments; and which is yer ferther 
. ebſervablc, asitfarcd with our deareſt Maſter and his Follow- 
ers then. The Scribes, Phariſees, Sadncrs,Galileans, &ic, rea- 
dy juſt before to devour one another, immediately unitcd and 
- combined to oppoſe, traduce, trap and enſnare them; ſo has 
it fallen out with us; for the Hand of every party hath been 
liſted up againſt us ; I ſcarcely know one that is under any con- 
Gderable Notice in Chr:fendom (howey cr violent and irrecone 
. cilable among themlelves) that hath refuſed thar common 
* League and Confederacy, or that hath not by ſome or other of 
- its principal Agents vigorouſly, if not ſcornfully and perſecu- 
. tingly decry'd and oppos'd us, yetare wealive and a people, 
blefied be the Name of the Lord , this leads me to ask the Que. 
NKiop, why did they ſo uſe our bleſſed Lord and his/ Diſciples ? 
the Anſwer is cafie, Becauſe they ſaw him not , they knew 
bum ne, nor bu Followers as they were; they bad [3 their Di. 
vine Savour, and profeſſed the V Vords and Sayings of Moſes 
and the Prophets, not in their Life and Spirit; and 1 can give 
no other Reaſon why. we are ſo little known tothe World of 
Chriſtians in our Age,thenthat they hold generally theChriſtian 
profetſion outofthe Chriftian Nature, Life and Spirit;for we arc 
- the moſt miſ-underſtood and miſtaken of people, whence it fol- 
lows, that our Antagorrfts of every Party have charged us with 
-Do&rines and Principles not of our owning, but their own if 
taking, if not Inventing, which is worſe; 'twere too tedious 
$0enumerate all their Atgempts : there arc not leſs, I believe, 
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then One Hundred Books extant, two thirds of the moſt of 
themare-lmigination, Romance, ' Fiction, and no Judgment 
or .-Dottrine of ours, This is Notorious by our Anſwers : 
and | hope every man's word is to be taken about what his ewn 
_ is, though not in the Proof of his Faith,” to be a True 
Faith. 

Of later Times, two Perſons have excelled in this Way of 
Oppoſing us, Thimat Hicks and Joh Faldo:; they are- both 
Anſwered, according to their reſpective Trats; and their 
further Defence femaineth hitherto unattempred by any. 

'Tis with a Paſſage in my. Anſwer to ?.F alde's firſt Book that 
this ſame /.C. ftiled, A Mivifter of rhe Goſpel and a Skirmiſber 
to0,offers at ar-Encounter. I queſtion not his Courage ſo much 
as his Skill ; he ſhows Will enough,but his Abilities fail him: 1 
am willing to perſwade my ſelf, that he is more Novice then 
Souldi:r inthis War, and that this is rather a Spurt- of Heat, 
then a Deliberate Action; for, Wiſe Men count 'their Coft, 
Feels only invade without Force : I hope he wilt not be angry 
with me for this Opinion of him ; 1 am ſure he- ought not, if 
he be a Ainifter of the Goſpil;' 1 know not how he will take 
it as a Skirmher, an Employment of ſo different'a. Nature ; 
but certaia it 4s, that Miſtake is more pardonable then Malice, 
and Ignorance excufable then Fiction: I would not willingly 
fall upon bim with;thoſe fevere Terms, and put him upon that 
Difficulty I have been conſtrained to treat others with,. and re. 
duce them to ;, I would chuſe rather to inform then chide him ; 
only I muſt tell him, that hes failea into the Road ef as great 
2vd arch a Perverter of our. Writings apd Sayings, as any 
Enemy that ever appear'd againſt us, and improved his Mi- 
ſtake upon us, by as many Foul, Impious and Deteſtable Con. 
ſequences (even to a Tamology) as that of any ether Advers 
ſary hath done, ' which would make one think, that there was 
more of Deſign then Accident, and Premeditation then Inads 
vertency.in the Bulineſs,, Be it as it will,, 4he Man pretends to 
be offended at me, & endeavours to make others oftended too; 
'Tis highly fit as a Cbrift:an- man, that Ido my beſt to remove 
the Reaſonof it, and that I Ihal), by the Help of Almighty}God, 


Firſt 


- takes. theReaſon of writing his Pamphilet,6 annex ſome ofthe: 
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*Buyf then, I will ſet down'that Paſſage of mine, which b 


Con!equences hedraws from my words, by which he would 
render them and me Odious to his Reader, and then fall to my 
Defence, which will not be difficult, and. | hope not tedious to 
my ingenuotss and inquiring Reader, 


No Command in the Scripture is any foerther obliging| wpan | 
any man, then as he finds a Convus tn upon hits Conſcience —— Ie | 
1 Convittion that' can only oblige to Obrdrence—When any man 
u convinced, that was commanded another, 41 requirtd- of hizs, 
then, and not-vill then be 45 1Vghtly authorized to perform it, 4 
Theſe Parcels has he cull'd out of a Book : 
Lat New | 4 nine, called, Quakeriſm « New Nick Name 
__ ſe far Old Chriſtianity, | writ in Anſwer to Fol | 
Chrift, Falds's Bookgentituled, Quakers Ns Chris 
PAaB. 7 157%. ſfrranty. 
Let's now ſce the Uſe he makes of themzand what Language 
he makes them to ſpeak. : | 
That this Poſition opens the Fleod-gate 16all Error, —_—_ 
Impicty and Witchedneſs ; and that it 1s the Overthrow of af 
Law and Govtrnment, p.2 That ſinsof [gnorance are no ſins ; 
for all Conviltion is by Knowledge — that this juſtifies Panl's 
Blaſphenty and Perſecution, and groſs ſins againſt the Goſpel, 
becarſe be did it ignorantly, p. 3. It juſtifs 5 al Erronious ;% 
Frines and Praftiical Miſapprebenſions, and whatever Fies lie' 
in the Under ſtandings of men—Penti's Poſition bt hjuflifec the 
Iriſh Rebellion, theGretich Maſſacre rhe Mariary Per ſeemroon, 
che Tem Perſecutions of the Primitive Churches, thi Gunpowder 
Treaſon, Jedaiſm, Mahometaniſm, Paganiſm; Popery, «rd 
all Erreneous Sethi and Parties in the Wor ld, with all there Falſe 
Princyjles and Praffices,” Chrift ſau; It is Life Eretnali ts 
know God and'Chrit Jeſus, Fobn 175.3; Pent;Poſiion ſ4ith, 
If you are ignorant and untonvinced, ns Luaw can lity' bold on 
you, of you be deluded, and praiſe according to the Convitt.on 
of your deluded Mind you are warranted by the Commend of Ged, 
which de all center in Conviftion, P.4, Again, If this Poſt- 
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tion'be true, then Conſcience and Convittion is God 5, and win 
-ever Conſcience ſayer, muſt br done, be it right or wrong; and 
t lies in the power of Conſcience to makes void all the Laws of 
Ged, and to do what it pleaſeth——[t will alſo follow, that 'he 
the moſt ſree from Sin who bath the moſt ſeared Conſcience, ard 
that the r eady Way to Obedience and Salvation, to debanch ard 
ſeay the Conſeience— If Convittion be the Ground of Obedience 
and the Authority of Scripture depend upon the Refitude and Pun 
rity of Conſcience, then all Rational Laws, Order and Govern- 
ment, both divine and human, are evereurned, and a ſtop is put te 
all Religion and Piety towards God, to all Conſcience, Honeſty 
ard Charity towards Men So Princes and Rulers may com: 
mand and maks never ſo good Laws, Conſcience may come and 
ſay, 1 deny all theſe Laws, and the Maker of them ; Children 
may refuſe te obey Parents, Servants, Maſters , and Inferiour 
Super ionrs if Conſcience ſhall be unamrvinced, and if it be de- 
ludrd, Subjet1,may murder therr Princes ;, Children, their Pa- 
rents; Servants;tbeir Maſters ;, one Manyanother; there can be 
ne Law, but Conſciente, and whatſoever Conſcience ſayes muſt 

ſtand, p. 5, 6 ==—The Quakers Conſcience ſayes one Thing, 
the Papiſts another, the Pagans, the Turks, the [ews, the Ty« 
rants, the Traytors, the Hereticks, the Worldlings, the Hy- 
pocrites, the Proud, the Adulterers Conſcience, how many con* 
trary Conſcicrces are theſe ? how many Gods fhall we have and 
contradiftery Laws, if Conſcience and Convittion be the only 

Thing which oblygeth to Duty, p. 6, 7. Theſe with Abundance 
more of thelike Nature are the Conſequences ho rather be- 
tows upon, then draws from my Words, as particularly he 
hath laid them down; pray hear his Farewel = ſuch a vio- 
lent and virulent Skirmiſh, [would be plad to make the beſt of your 
Poſition, but I muſt proſeſs my Conſcience and Convil#ion,p.1 2s 
I refer my ſelf and what I bave here writ to Impartial Cenſure, 
warning and entreating all People,as they love thery Souls to tak 
beed of Quakeriſm— Keep your Poyſon to your ſelf, and none wil! 
periſh by it but your ſelf 1, but if you will needs vend it, and 13 the 
View of the Nation,and ſuch ar leaſt as know the Engliſh Tongue, 


ſet up @ Poſition ſubvertins all Religion, Law and Government, 
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and levelling all holy and profitable Rules and Command; to Men: 
Luſfts, leaving uo Man in the World under any Obligation, or 4- 
wy Duty ts Ged or Man, further then he # convinced in hu Con- 
Fe : beit known to you, that Feſme Chrift bath bis Servant; 
abroad, to bear Teftimony for bun againſt ſuch GOD. BLAS- 
PHEMING AND SOUL-DAMNING ERRORS; ard 
of you repent not,thu that 1 have written ſhall riſe up infudg ment 
vin You and ſhall be an Avg ravation of your Miſery in thas 

4 - 


Prepare to anſwer the righteous Fndge, if your Conſcience be 
blinded and ſearid now, it will be open and awaken then, 

This Reader concludes his two Sheets of Skirmiſh upon me : 
But by the wayzit ought to ſound very ſtrangely to my Reader, 
that « man ſhould profeſs Conſcience and Convithion for this long 
Anathema againſt C oxſcience and Convittion : But by that time 
he is as well acquainted with theſe ſort of men-as I am, he 
will leave off wondring that ſuch men contradict themſelves , 
indeed they live by it. 

But what ſhall I do or ſay to this Goliah? Behold the Spoil 
of his Skirmiſh ! He has invaded my Body and Soul, Religion 
and Life ; theſe he thinks he leads away in Trynmph after him; 
for 1 am (if he may be believed} by my Dodtrine an Here- 
tick, a Blaſphemer, an Atheiſt, a Traytor, a Kegicide, a Pa- 
yacide, a Murderer of my Kindred and Neighbours, a Deftroy- 
er of all Government Drvme and human, and a common Enemy 
to Mankind, unfir for this IWorld,. and for Heaven in the next, 
unleſs I repent, which ought to be very queſtionable to fo dif- 
ſolute and impious a Wretch, as this pretended Miniſter of the 
Goſpel in his Skirmiſh hath been pleaſed to render me; what 
remains, but that the Dogs or the Lyons devour me, the Rab- 
ble or Government ſacrifice me? I am only fit for Prey, if this 
be true ; what now.ſhall I do, Revile him? by nyo Means; res 
venge-my ſelf by a bitter and inveCtive Anſwer ? no ſuch Mat- 
ter ; but may not I be angry with him ? »ot 4 For; what then? 
Pity and Inform bimthough 4 Parſon; 1 think ſo too ;wherefore 
Eg all ſuch Provomtions, I begin and procecd in this 
Mcthod, 


Firp, 


(11) 

Firſt, Tcannot but take it very ill, in Caſe T-were unſound 
inany one .Dodrine, not through Inadvertency, but know- 
ingly and premeditately, that he without any further Search or 
unqueſtionable Proof,ſhould fault and impeach the Way I pro-« 
feſs, and upbraid an entire People with my Miſtake ; 1 ask if 

this be the V Vay to perſwade me that he is a true Miniſter of 
the Goſpel,one that is zealous to promote the Commandments 
of God, that in doing this hath broke That of loving his Neighs 
bour as himſelf, and doing wnto others as he would have them 
do unto him; Wrl:am Fern holds a grofs Error, therefore the 
People call'd Quakers and the Way they profeſs muſt be skirmifh'd 

with the fonl Names of Murderers, Rebels,Traitors, Atheiftsy 

.' Heveſie, Blaſphemy, cc, What Part of Legickor Phileſoph 

is this? -nenc I think, 1 amſurc there is aceither Law norGolpel. 

{for it ;, but 'tis too frequent with many to live in the Tranſgreſ«- 
on of thole Gommandments they verbally admire, even thea 
whea they are pleading for them, 

In the next Place, I muſt needs obſerve ts him his Diſinges 
nuity in telling me, He would be glad ro makg the beſt of my P43 
ſition, after he had manifeſtly made the worft he could, his two 
Sheets being ſtuft with the moſt abominable Conſequences-it 
kad been poflible for any Man to invent or aggravate againſt 
me; this ſeems to be a Degree beyond {[gnorance, and looks 
very (curvily for a Man of his Function and Pretences, Sksr= 
ensſbing laid aſide. 4 n, 

But that which weighs the moſt with me to ſuſpeCt my prez 
ſcnt Adverſary of unfair Dealing (to let ſoch/Woerds as Forge < 

ry flip for this Time) is bistaking my Mattenito Picces, clip- 
ping Sentences, and dropping that-by the Way,,which read 
with the reſt would-in my Apprebenſion have defended the Paſo 

e from the Poſſibility of any reaſonable Exception. Shall four 
Lines and an half of a Beok of *above 2506 Pages, and thoſe 
cull'd too out of three ſeveral Places, reprobate the Beok, the 
Auther, his Religion, arid the Body of People he relates to? 
I hope he has ſo much Conſcience and ConviCtion left upon ſes 
cond Thoughts (if for my lake he is not out of Charity with 
both) as to condemn this my of procecding with us ; - butt 

5 Per; 
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haps he will tell me, I make roo nauch of it, and thatit was 
taSkirmiſh; iſ-ſo, then no Battail or ſolid Encounter of both 
Armies, and if not, how come we and our Religion to be de. 
ſeated, and taken in his Apprehenfion, doubtleſs this muſt go- 
but for a Vapour, and proves the-Parſon more a- Marr of his 
Words then of his Deeds. 

Nor is this all the Ground of my Jealoufie, for unleſs he had 
met with-my Book by Accident, and had caſt his Eye only on 
. thoſe three Places, not reading what went: before, came be- 
tween, or followed after, (a thing ſcarcely poſſible) and ypon- 
that tranſcient Notice had fally'd forth,and skirmifh'd upon me- 
(a Raſhneſs no Man in his Wits would be guilty of) or: 
that when te had fallen ſo patly on thoſe three places, here'ol- 
ved to (ce no more for Fear of being better informed, a Diſin- 
genuity greatly unbecoming a Man of his Pretenſions, it muft' 
and will follow, that he did knowingly and on Purpoſe omit 
both giving his Readcr the Reaſon of-this Partof- the Controx 
verfie betwecn-me and*Fobn Falde, and my Senſc at large in 
Defenfe of our firſt Poſition ; which done, would have fav'd 
him the Trouble and Danger of a Skirmſh, and me the preſent. 
Pains of giving him this Rep/ſe. And herel entreat -the-Reas | 
ders Paticnce for a little Digreſſion, if yet it be one; 

Fobn Faldo writes a Book call'd Qxakoriſm No Chriſtianity ; 
in it he _—_— People call'd Quakers with ſeveral errone- - 
ous Principles, whereof one is in general Terms, That we des 
ny the Scryptures,upon this he beſtows 9 Chapters.One of them 
is taken up with this Title, That rhe Quakers affirm the Do 
Rrines, Commands, Promiſes and boly Examples expreſſed in 
Scripture, as ſuch, net 10 be at all binding upon them, "To this / 
Book I return'd my. Anſwer, entituled, Quakers/mr a New 
Nick Name for Old Chriftianity; 1 follow bim Chapter by 
Chapter in-my Courſe, Iundertake him upon this Head. To | 
prove his Charge he produces. a Paſſage out of Edward Bur: 
roxeh's Writings, much at the ſame Rate that this Adverſury, 
quotes me, and ſuch Harmony they hold, that they fall both , 
upon the ſame-Conftruftion of us, as if they had compared 
Netcs,or had. abuſed us.by Inftin&t. This I complain of = my 

Wer: 


(21) | 

" Anfwer to P.F. how comes F.C. to make the ſame falſe Step, 
and yet have read that Anſwer; E, Burroughs's Words were 
theſc, as cited by. ?. F, That is no Command of God to me, what 
he commanded to another ; did anyof the Sawits which we reed 
of a& by the Command which was to another, not havirg the 
Command ts themſelves This F. F. improves at the ſame 
Rate that.7. C. doth mine, to wit; That it ogens 4 Way to all 
Lewaneſs and Impicty, and bath all Iniquity m the Wemb of it, 
extending theſe Wordste all Laws, which(as I make appear in 
my Anſwer, hqwever overlookt by this Man) were limited by 
EF. B. and me ty Temporary and.extreaordinary Caſes. 

Had F, F. been quiet here, I.could, liave hoped Nat he had 
both ſeen and ſarrowed for. his Miſtake.; but he perſiſts in his 
borrid Abuſe of E\, B. and begins atthe ſame Rate with me for - 
defending him ; This is id his Vindication of his former Book, 
to which I Rejeyn at large in Defenſe of my Anſwer, reſume 
the Controverſie entirely, diſtinguiſh of his Fallacies and Miſ; 
repreſentations, and aſlert and maintain our own Principles, 
£0n __ them with ſome Hundreds of reputed ' Authorities, 
as well of former as more modern Ages. In this Diſcourſe 
(hitherto unattempted by any) I makea. further Defenſe. of 
E. B's and my own Scnſc from 7. F's Miſ-conftruftion, which ' 
it had become this pretended Minifter of. the Goſpel to have 
rremar before he had engaged himſelf upon. ſo ſtrange a 
Skirmiſh. 

That this Injury done me may more diſtinly appear, 1 ſhal! 
here ſet down once more (I hope without Offence to the Rea- 
oy the.preſent Parſon's Text, not his Sermon, that's too 
tcdi ous. 

— Ns Commandin the Scripture is any farther obliging np- 
on any Man, then a1 be finds, a Convit#ion Ln his Conſceunce. 
—— 1t is Conviftion that can only ovlige ro Obedienct——W hen 

Alan i3 convinsed that what was commanded another 1s re 
quired of bir, then, and.not ill then he is rightly authorized to. 
perform it, : : 

' Tamit to mention his Comment ;. but every Thing:that is - 
Viclouk + 
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* yicious, prophine and diadolical he makes to follow upon thoſe 
+ Premiſes, : 
"That my Readermay the better ſee: whether my Matter and 
: Do's large merits any ſuch Conſtruftions, | chile to inſert, 

and. that as the beſt and briefeft \ ay, the 5th Chapter of my 
Rejoynder to F. Felds; which contains his Charge and Proof, my 
"Hafooe (thus pared 'ahd patched by F.C, ) his Reply, and 
my Rejoynder,' 25 a more compleat Defence of E. B's and my 
. Aſſertion > ob the vile Interpretations of F, Fido, ſo dex< 
x _— followed by F. C. ' and therefore equally fit for 
Here follows the gth Chapter of my Rejoy#der to F.F. cons 
* taining a Vindication of my DoQtriae from any ſuch Evil Con. 
' ſequences as are-by 7, G. charged upon it, with this further 
Advertiſement, that the Reader obſerve, that thole Lines of 
Capital Letters are the Paſſages quoted by 7. C. and: all the 
reſt of my Anſwer in the Common Letter, with Comma's on 
the ſides, * herein recited, and much more, is wilfully omitted 
by my Adverſary : alſo the Reader is defired to conſider of 
the Marginal Notes, by which he will be hcIp't to underſtand 
the Dilingenvity of 7, C. againſt me, my Fricads,- and our 

ofeſſion. 


_ holyPr 
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Of Scriptare- Commands, what are binding, and what wet, Our 
Adverſary's Diſing ennity obſerved, 


Ut however, -he has fail'd 'in his laſt Chapter” 
PaB- 34+ ' donbrleſs he thinks he has done my Buſineſs. in 
this; he begins like himſelf. - 

Rep. - My Charge and Argument in thit Chapter 11, The 
Quakers affirm the Doftrines, Commands, Promiſes, holy E x- 
amples expreſſed in Scripture, 4s ſuch, not to be 'at all binding 
tom; ſuch an Argument, and ſo proved by me (mark Reader) 
4s 4 T hbuſand Penns can never invalid is. 

Rejoyn, What can there be more conceited then this ? He 
muſt live very lonely and far from Neighbours, that pro- 
claims ſo much Praiſe to himſelf, 'and have wonderful Confi« 
dence to bid Defiance ſo vainly to others. 

Reader, | beſeech thee, for the Truth's ſake, on whoſe - 
fide ſoever thou ſhalt find it to bey to examine with all Impar. 
tiallity his Charge, our Anſwer ; his Reply, andi'our Rejoyn- 
der ; If his Honeſty, -Reafon and Juſtice. hold any Proporti- 
on to his great Confidence, we yield; But if upon an impar- 
tial Conſideration he ſhall be found to clip and pervert our 
Matter, and to ſhuffle with vs in his own, once do a poor Peo- 
ple Right, in giving Judgment againſt this horrible Injuſtice, 

The Charge thou haſt heard ; the'Proof was this, That is ns 
Command of. God to me, what he commanded to ano- Ed:Bur 
they : Did any of the Saiuts, which we read of, aft « 40a 
by that Command which was ts another,not having. the Command 
to themſelve, cc. 

Now, beforel give my Anſwer, as it was ſet down-in my 
Book, 1 ſhall inſert his Quotation of my Anſwer, 

Rep, To this ſaith P, I anſwer briefly and plainly, and he 

5s 44 good a4 his word, No Commands, ſaith he, 
P3. 34535+ - ;1 the Scripture, are any further obliging upon any 
Flan, then as he finds a Convittien npon his Conſcience, other - 
wiſe men ſhould be engaged withent, if not aga%nft Cenviition t, 4 
thing unreaſonable in a Mar, 
Rejeyn. 


and brietly. 


(2%) 
Rejoyn, He has a notable way of ContraQting his Adverſa- 
5's Anſwers, I willler down. what | writs faithfully, plainly 


« Edward Burrong bs's Expreſſion may be taken two wayes, 
_ *« and both ſafe cnough tothe Honour and Credit of 
P38-7*» «the Scripture, chough not to the Charity or Hone - 


T*3 73+ © ty of : Faldo, Now follows that 
IN THE SCRIPTURE IS 


«NO COMMAND 


the cited. 


** ANY FURTHER OBLIGING UPON ANY 


(a) Onught any man to obey 
what he does not know ? and « 
-not Knowledge Convittion ? 1 
provoke bum or any 10 g1ve-me 4 
Scripture for that, But more of 
this anon; obſerve what follows. 


(bY) The Apoſtle beye does 
plainly exhort them to maks 
their Convittion on their Rule; 
for there was fomthing 5n them 
that brought (ſhame over them 
for their Evil Deeds, the true 
Light and Spirit, that makes 
known what of God 15 to be 
known in man, 

(c) Trae flill; for Mar 
can't ſce without Eyes, nor alt 
without Knowledge : But the 
"Queſtion 11, "What Convittion 
this is; the words prove that it 
is by the Light and Spirit of 
God; then the ſcared Con- 
ſeience and debancht Mind 
are I, C, ſpeakgth of plains 
.ly excluded , hers 1 men. 
1107 the Conviition, and that 

which 


* MAN, THEN AS BWE 
« FINDS A CONVECTI- 
* ON UPON HIS CON. 


«SCIENCE, (a) otherwiſe 


© Men fhould be cngaged 
« withont, if not againſt Con. 
« yition, a thing Unreaſona-+ 
« ble:in a Man ; Therefore the 
« Apoſtle , when he wrote 


<« te the Church exhorted 


« them, not to do thoſe things 
<« whereof they were (b) aſha- 
<« med, to ſhun what was ma* 
© zifeſted to'be Evil ; and af. 
« firms, that whatever mig ht 
«be known of -God was mani- 
&« feſted -within, for God had 
« hown it. unto them, : (c) 
« SO THAT CONVICTE 
« ON CAN .ONLY OR- 
« LIGE TO OBEDIENCE: 
'«© and ſince what works that 
*«ConviRion js the manife/k 
« ing Light, #nver ſal Grace, 
«or quiokning Spirit in the 
« Heart of Adankind, it fol- 
«lows , that the principal 
« Ground for our Fauh inthe 

© Scrap® . 
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« Seripiures, and Reaſon of 
U our Obedience to the holy Pre- 


rem contained,is the 
eſftation, Convittion 


*pe 
« 2M 


*©afd ſecrer drawings of the 


which works it : What Coun 
tenance do either give 1. C. tos 
beap theſt foul and, Impieu 
Conſequences upon me ? 


&« Light or Spirit of God im, the Conſcience: And thus E B's 
« words are found and (criptural , for the Scriptures are chicf- 
© ty believed to be true upon Conviction, therefore every 
« Practice therein; AND WHEN ANY MAN IS CON- 


* VINCED, 


THAT WHAT WAS COMMANDED 


« ANOTHER, IS REQUIRED OF HIM THEN, AND 
«NOT TILL THEN, H&E 1S RIGHTLY AUTHORU 


*«ZED TO PERFORM IT. 


«ther relate to Ordinary or 
G Extraordinary Caſes, (d) 
© By Ordinary Caſes | mean, 
«ach as chiefly concern Fash 
« and boly Life, which are ge- 
© neral, permanent and indil- 
« penſible,and they 1 deny his 
&« Conſequence. By Extra- 
&« ordinary Caſes 1 underſtand 
t©« Moſes's gorno to Pharaoh, 
« the Prophets ſeveral manne' s 
« of Appearance tothe Kings, 
* Proejts and People of liracl, 
« with other T empor ary Com- 
« mands, relating to outward 
« ſervices, &6, (e&) And 
« {0 we ſay, that what is 
« commanded One Man, «s 
* not binding, as ſuth upon 4- 
« mother: But when the Lord 
&« ſhall fay, Jf 1hox ſinneſt, 
& thou ſhalt dye » If thox keep» 
6 eft my Commands, thi« fhalt 
« ve; Be ye boly, for 1 the 
© «& Lord 


Again, Such Commands ci- 


(d) This plain Diſtinftion 
] made i left out by him, that 
he might the better have bit 
Pnds,and Conceal the Injuſtice 
of bis W, ork. 


fe) This 4 direfÞ Contyes 
dition to his Inference and Al 
legation, who would have me 
to hold,that what 1118 any Caſe 
commanded one Man, 15 not 
binding upon anot' er, when I 
limut ut ro Extraordinary Ca- 
ſer, and juſt after ſay, thet 
the Moral Commands of God 
ww "000 


ho 
o 
% © 
\ 
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art obliging npon al How © Loyd your God am bily; mn 
5 ed ries; Lt the Ten ©« For " ſelves K N Ow 
Commandments to belong to al ©*YE NOT bow yeourht to 
Men, or that I bold, men may. * fellow ww, 6? | faytheſe. 
Kh, Steal, oe, and not be cull © Precepts and Examples arc 
pable ? O diſingenuen; man! *' obliging upon all ; why? - 
© becatiſe they more or leſs - 
** meet with a Convifiion in 
&« the Conſciences of all : For 
« | am perſwaded, ncne . 
(f) This Out living their - * that has a reaſonable Soul, 
Day. plainly ſh1ws, tha: / ex- © who Fasnet (Ff) evt-lived 
cluded ſeared Conſciencer; how his Day, but would realily 
then de I makes 4 ſeared Con *fay, Thele are true ind 
ſerence my Rule of Obedjence,or © weighty Sayings, For Fauh 
the read.eſ Way to Saluari-. **in God, and a boly ſeif-deny- 
on ? "© ing Life, are neceſſary both , 
« to Temporal &- Eternal Haps 
« meſs. | 
It was, Reader, to this ſober. Anſwer he flung out his fore-- 
oing Raxt, and makes this. following Comment and &eply, 
iz, ſayes F. Faldo, 
Rep. They are no Commands unleſs we thirk ſo, 'Tis no fin 
16 break, all the Commuar ds in the Bible, if «ur Conſciences can 
be ſo blind, dead or bardened a4 net to 1ell wa, 'tiza fin. They 
Who thoug bt they did God good ſervicein killing his Servants did 
nor ſin un the leaſt, becauſe they were not convinced of 4 Com+ 
mard to the contrary. Tawindicate my whole Chapter concerning 
the. Scriptures, Tis 4 Prin- 
(g) 7s net this the Lan- ciple that hath all (pg) Iniqui- 
goage of I C? "ane they not ty in the Womb of it. Who 
rethren n Abuſe? can find Names for ſuch Impi. 
| ons Principles ! Penmgbath op- 
poſed, ſeorned the Truth, vilificd' its Teachers and Defenders, 
ſo as ſcarie never Man did ;, vented the moſt pernic:ons Errors, 
told abundance of thoſe things that are known 1s bimſclf to be 
Falſe, - 
Rejoyn, 
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) 
Rejyn. Reader,This is all the Juſtice and Reaſonl can have 
' from this pretended meek_and ſufferirig Nonconforming Par ſon. 
What would ſuch men do, had they as mich Power as Anger ? 
Butl fhall leave him with his Pride& Paſſion Is there any thing 
* more clear then that he extends the words of E. Burroughs to 
Ordmary Caſts, which were wholely writ about Extraordina- 
? ; and that he takes no mor? notice of my D:ftin&ion, then 
if there had been none made? As if it had beea formerly an 


equal Sin for-any not to be Cir- 


eurmcsſed, and to: (b) ur. 
der lns Father or Prince ;, or 
that there was the ſame Con- 
viction univerially upon the 
*Conſciences of all Men, no 
to wear Lunſey:. 
—_— 9. Wo'ſey; as to bby 
0” rs. 0. ay 

- would have others 'do to them, 
That what we ſay was E. 
Burrough;'s Meaning his own 
Words undeniably prove. : 
« One, fayes he, was ſent to 
© (;) baptize, and another 
&« to preach the Golpe!: which 
were particular and extraor, 
dinary Commands. He clear. 
ly ſhufes and evades the dint 
of my Anſwer;& would run us 
within the Borders of Rar 
riſm, The (&) Queſtion is 


not, Are God's Commands no 
Commands, unleſs we think ſo, 
arid thirefore no fin to break. 
all the Commands in the Bible 
if which'is the Comment he 


+beftows ypon vs) but whether 
this 


(h) I: not this plain Dii 
ftinttion ? what conld be plain- 
er againſt any ſuch Conſequen« 
ors 'as 1. C, draws, and to 
prove that 1 underſtood nee 
what he renders me to have ins 
tended ? 


(i) How plentiful are the 
Evidences of our Innocency-; 
and bow diftinftly may the Re a+ 
der ſee that EB. writ of Par- 
ticular & Extraortinary Cons 
mands ? 


(k) Let me pray the Rea+ 
der, arid prevail with bims to 
dwell « while ugon this Paſſageg 
and 41 an Innocent Man, yeay 
an Abuſed People ——_ 

# 
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oh6s plead for Rantifm, Athe- this or Ghat eſpecial Injundii- 
iſm, Blaſphemy, Murder,&c onto any Particular Perſon or 
a I. C. ll; a ? Perſons, to this or that pecu- 
liar End, be warra"tably im- 
mitable,without ſufficient Conviction and Commitlien : Muſt 
}J. F. Baptize becauſe Fob» Baptized ? or turn Preacher be- 
eauſe Peter was one? E, B, only denyed Imitation of Anci- 
ent Times in Temporary and Shadowy Services, and all thoſe 
' Preachings, Prayings, Ordinances and Churches, that have 
not (as Ferer Martyr well expreſſes it) the holy. Spirit for th ir 
Roor, So that inftead of his holding a Principle that hath all 
Iniquity in the Womb of it, Fobn Falde firſt perverts his 
words, and then to confute them both implyes a Denyal of 
the holy Spirit to be the only right Leader to the Performance 
of Goſpel prayer, Preaching and Ordinances, and of gather- 
ing of Evangelical Churches, and does as good as teN us, that 
God s Commandments are ſuch to him, not becauſe of any 
Conviction in himſelf of the Juſtne(s of them, but from the 
Teſtimony of the Scriptures, which for all his high Boafts of 
Chriſtianity, is a State far beneath thoſe noble Gentiles, who 
net baving an outward Law, were 4 Law wnto themſelves, ha- 
ving the” Effet of it written in their Hearts, their Conſeience 
bearing witneſs, &c. | 
And this we may boldly fay, That ſach « ever a&ed from 
that inward Senſe, never thought they did God goed Service in 
Killing his Servants, whilſt great Admirers of the Letter of 
the Scriptures, and whe, as concerning this Commandment, 
Then ſbalt not Murder, thought themſelves moſt ugblameable, 
believed, They did God good ſervice in killing bys Servants. 
Nor can | think it ſo great a Dsſgrase to our Cauſe, that we 
ingetueully profeſs the Reaſon why we deſire to fear God, and 
: keep his Commandments, doing unto others as we would have 
them do unto us, #or ſa much ro be from the Lettey of the Serig« 
ture; 4s the Conyiftion: of the Eternal Light and Spirgr of God 
«2 our Conſcience; ;, 45 it onght to be unto Fokn Falds and 
Adherents, © ground their Obedicace upon his the 
Letter of the Scripture , and not upon fuch internal 
Con= 


ConviRtions. 
Steal, Kih, &c, (1) without 
any Remcrſe , did they not 
find ſuch Injunftions and Pra, 
hibitions upon record?A Cor 
ſequence ſo deteftabic, yet ſo 
natural to their Prineiples, 
that if this render them not 
able Guides to the very Con. 


(21) 
Whats it but to ſay, They could Lye, Swear, 


(1) This w the Tendency 
of his Deftrine, who flyes' out 
apon Conſcience and [Inward 
Convittion, as if they were 
the only great Enemies of bis 


Salvation, 


fines of Rantsſmr and A:heiſmr, 1 ſhill gladly ask an Excite for 
my Ignorance. But that I may 1. ave nothing undone that may 
compleat the Satisfaftion of every moderate Inquirer, I ſhalt 


ſurther weigh and rejoyn to theſe words of his, 

They whe thought they did God good Service in killing his Sex- 
warts, did not fin in the leaf, becanſe they were rot convinted of 
a Command to the contrary ;, nor the [dola-er1 inthe caſe of Baal, 
becauſe they theug bt Baal ro be a God indeid, 


Now, Keadcr, obſerve the 
Evaſion : (mm) This Paſſage 
relates not to Men's pra ifing 
what God commands, or 0.r 
Tenderne(s in imitating other 
Saints without Commiſſon , 
for fear we ſhould offer ſtrang 
| Fire, which is our Queſtion ; 
but their doing that which 
Gad never commanded, Yea 
which AMankind 11 all Aves 
hath adjudecd impiowa, and 


(m ) This table Clauſe 
clears our Senſe more particn« 
larly, and rues 4 very plain 
Diſcov.ry Tor Enemy's Diſ- 
ingenus'y. We ſpeakof 4+ 
tzve, ].F. and 1. C. conclu 
our Argument ag-inft all mo- 
ral Commanas.theſe are Ain» 
fters of theG ofpil aft this while, 
if they may be believed, 


which to be ſure, his Holy Spirit, that E. B, faid: All men 
ſhould wait to be convinced, aſſiſted and led by in fulfilling 
God's Commandments, never moved any to, He unworthily 
draws a gWhcral Concluſion againſt us from meer particular 
Premiſes, It ſeems men arc to att without, if not againſt 
Convittion, upon his principle'; andthat it is the fame thing 
with him,to commit moral Enormities from an Hardned Heart, 
and to be tender of taking up any external Praftice,or perform. 

mg. 


p 
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(22) 
\- ing ſome Religious Duty, without the Convittions and Lead. 
: ipgs of the Holy Spirit. The Apoſtle ſaid to ſuch as had not-as 


Phil; 3. 
T5. 
' thing doubred ; but t 


- vet ſo full clearnefs as others,* That if any were other - 

wiſe-2:.3nd5d, God wonld rev: al it, 
"them, during that Scruple, to-believe or practiſe the 
efore did Perſecutors at inexcuſably 


He did not injoyn 


» in their fiery Zeal, becauſe their blind Con'ciences checkt them 
+ not, Again, If Blindneſs came from Education it is (though 
: Blindne(s Kill (and therefore it was baſely done of 7. Falds 


" (n) Phat ſayes my Reader 
t 20 this Paſſage and plain Pro- 
. viſion, made by rae againſt blin- 
- ded ,' deliided and - hardentd 
Aſinds and Conſciences? Does 
this agree well with my preſent 
Adverſary's ſwaggering Con- 
ſequencer, eſpicially that which 
> makes me to deny ſins of wilful 
Ignorance ? - What Goſpel can 
. « Man ſo qualificd be AMini- 


£# of ? 


to ſay in our Names, that it 
is not Sin'in the -leaſt, &c.) 
more excuſable: for in the 
Dayes of ſuch Ignorance Ged 
winks : But if -it be @ () 
Blindneſs, proceeding from 
long. Diſobedience and Rebel- 
lion againfs the Conviltions 
and Strivings of the good S pre 
rit of God, a5 his word Hard: 
ed implies, then, I fay,-it is 


+ not ON hay bainors in Gods 


Sight, but thoſe Perſons can 


' never be excus'd neither from 


. great Guilt, nor the Senſe of .it in themſelves, let them or 
1. F. talk never ſo much of Conſcience, 
Beſides, the moſt Effential , -and Univerſally Neceſſary 
- Commands of God were throvgh all Ages confeſt to; both be. 
fore there was any of thoſe Writings, werightly call the Serip- 
tures of Truth, fromthe Law of Natxre, as many tile it, or 
rather, the Law of God placed in Man's Nature, and ſince, 
where they have never been ; Therefore: whatever particular 


hardned and ſeared Conſcrences may ſay, we hav 
of Mankind, and.their own Rebellion and: Le 


he Conſent 
neſs againſt 


them, But the Words of F. Faldoin plain terms import, as 
if, 1, Men were not generally: convinced of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Moral Commands of God ; but that Mcn kee 


+them becauſe they arcia the Bible only ; which runs again 


(23) 
| the Teſtimony of. Scripture, the Conſent of Ages ; ant :the - 
Writings and Judgment of the moſt Honeſt and Learn'd Prute- 
Pants, 2ly, As if it were a like Evil, *Confſcientiouſly to for- © 
bear Running, Willing and Striving in Matters of Worfhip - 
without the Spirit's Condutt, and ſcared. y ro plead for the Com 
miſſion of Murder and Idolatry, becauſe Men of ſuch Conſci. 
ences bogle not at it (though that is more then F. F. can prove, . 
I mcan, that they have no Stroak or Reimorie) 3ly, As-if we 
could Worſhip, Preach, gather Churches, and. adminiſter 
Goſpel.Ordinances aright without the: Spirit. 4ly, That he -- 
is not convinced by any other Teſtimony then the Scripture 
without, of any Tranigreſſion againſt. God's Law, 5ly, 1t ſup, 
= that if Men ſtay'd till the Spirit mov'd, they ſhould ftay 
ong enough . (who vainly prate of Praying-.by the Spirit not- 
withſtaading) never conſidering that the Spirit ſtanleth ready 
to: Reveal it (elf ro their Aſſiſtance and Aſſurance who wait far it, 
and that all the Children of God are led by the Spirit of Gadywhich 
being our Poſition, had it but been weighed by this Adverſary, - 
he could not (methinks) be fo unjuſt in his Aggr vations, 
'Tis truce, ſhonld webclieve as he doth, the Spirit is mot to 
be waited for now adayti to leadm, or that it ts not ready to our 
Information, when we wait for its Diſcoveries and Leadings,our 
Aſertion would look very abſurd and louſe; for it were tolet | 
fall all Worfhip, but not upon our ewn Principle, as 1 {aid be- 
fore ; for fir ft, all Worſhip to God ought to be performed by 
the A fliſtance of his holy Spirit; for of our ſelves we can do 
nothing that is good : And ſzrondly, God's Spirit is ready to 
aſſiſt, inſtruct and comfort thoſe that wait diligently and-pati- 
ently for it; yea,God hath givenit to the Rebellious,that'it may 
judge them,if it de not lead them. lr is ſech-Proreflare Doftrine, 
that I wonder Men ſhould not know their admited Anceſtors - 
Faith when they mectit: Oh great Degeneration into Hardnefs 
& Ignorancee ! -ZLafly, There is the lame tobe (aid againit ki n 
that pretends to ground all wpon the Scripture, that he objects 
agaiuft $5, who plead for the Conviction of Conſcience, whick - 
the Inftance of the Jews Adurder of ear Lord Fiſan Chriſftunan- 
ſwerably proves; There was a Law; that \Bla/phrmers.fhoxld be 


fu 


(24) + 
pit to Dearth by this Lawthey appre 
Thele 


and por him to be executed : 


#' 


$- 
1K. 


ided Jeſus, adjuglged 
n aboveany Age exe 


alred the Scriptures as the Only Rulg, Where lyes the Mi. 
Kake?Not in the Scripture, but in theirhlind and envious AppM- 


cation of it, New ask,if the only W 
to the true 'Senſe and Eo 
Wicked Murder and the deplorable: 


lo) This further proves 
what Convition as well as what 
Commands I nnderſioed ;, and 
ought to ſhame my Adverſary, 
if he has any Ingenuity in bim, 
for that il Uſe be has made of 
my word; about Conſcience and 

. Conviltion, 


(p) What ſayes 1.C, to 
this? 1s the Conſcience and Con. 
viltion 1 make ſo nectfſary, 4 
blind, dark, ſcared Conſcience? 
Do T1 leave it thege ? Is that 
the Language of my Dottrine ? 
Ts it not aConſcience cinyinced 
and tang ht by God's holy fir? 
Let what follows and the Three 
T eftimenies be weighed, 


| underſtand and apvly the v 
wiſe, aot Juſtice, but deteſtabl 


-mon Peter, Fl: 


| for thera to have come 
of him, and eſcaped that 


aſcquences of it had not 
beefliyo beve waited wpon God 
for Fhe(o) Convi#10n, Diſcove= 


ly piritsfince Fleſh and Blood 
the itmeſt Witof Man, 
with the Exatnels of the meer 
Letter of the Scriptures could 
never give the certain diſcern. 
108, Knowledge and Savyour 
of him unto that Generation, 
whoſe very Words themſelves 
were Spirit and Life ? It was 
by a Divine Touch, Scnfc and 
Knowledge given from above, 
that he was truly diſcern'd, 
ewn'd and follow d of thoſe 
that believ'd in him, and clear 
ved . to him ; (p) therefore 
ſaid Chriſt, Ns man cometh to 
me but whom my Father draws 
eth: Where was that Draw- 
ing but within, Again, Ss 
and Blood 
hath nut revealed (what? who 
I am) but my Father that 
in Heaven, So that ablaſt, 
AMen muſt come tothis Spirs- 
tual Senſe in theraſelyesr, to 


fy; and Guidance of his be- 


Commands of Scropture ; other 
c Murder may 1 


er the Name 
or 


(25) 
of it be confiden:ly perpetrated ; Wherefore we Exhort all, 
To have m_ unto God's Spirit, that Wuminates certainly , 
and gives to aCt uriblameably, by which rhe Scriptures are only 
under fteed as they ſhould be, &- People brought in® the Poſſeſſien 
of that Life of Kighteouſneſs, they plentifully declare of , Had it 
*not been for this inward Diſcerning, there had been no Ground 
'for the Aboliſhment of the whole Jewiſh Service, which follow. 
ed ſome Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, Andit is the ame E- 
"ternal Spirs: thar is the great Rule and Fudge now, which God 
promiſed more __ to ſhed abroad in the latter Dayest ; 
and is the great inſeparable Priviledge from the New and E. 
verlaſting Covenant. 
But to conclude, -Why-MNoul4 it ſeem ſo- Hererodox ith F. Fal- 
ds's Jadgment,ſince if Men believe the Scripture upon the Te- 
ſtimony of the Spirit,they praRtiſe it by the Knowledge and 
Power of the ſame ; How elſe could Paul have decry'd Few- 
ih Ceremonies ; or we know, what to take, and what to leave? 
Or why do we omit any Command therein mentioned ? They 
C'ircnmeiſed, therefore muſt I Circumciſe ? They Baptized, 
muſt] therefore Baptize ? with forty more particular Caſes, 
wherein nothing can ſecure any from the Imitation of them, 
ſet Convittion or Spiritual Diſcerning afide. | will offer two ot 
three Teftimonies from approved Men in our Defence. 
William Tindal, that ancient faithful Proteſtans Martyr, 
whom ?. Fox, that writ the Books of Martyrs, 
calls, the Engliſh Apoſtle, (peaks thus, That W, Tindal's 
«ir 15 1mpoſſuble to underſtand in the Scripture Works, pag, 
« mere then 4 Turk, for whoſoever (or any 319. p, % 
« that) hath nor the Law of God writ in his 


« Heart to fulfil it, Again, © Without the Spirit it is impoſ« 


«« ſible to under ſtand them, 


Fobn Fewel, Biſhop of Salizbury, in his excellent Book a: 


gainſt th> Papifts, writ above-One Hundred 
Years ago, ſays thus to our purpoſe, © The 3B. 7ew. conty. 
< Spirit of God is bound neither ro Sharp. 7F2azd, p. 532, 


« neſs of Wit, nor to abundance of Learn. 5 34. 
«inp: Oftentimes the Unlearned {ce that 
E © thing, 
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&© thing, that the Learned cannot ſee. Chriſt ſaith, © 7:thaxk. 
© bee, O Father, Lord of Hegven and Earth, that thog haſt 
« bid theſe things from the wile and the, Polutich, and haſt re- 
vealed them unto the Little Ones, «Therefore Epiphanius 
« ſaith, Only tothe Child: er: of the Holy Ghoſt all the Hol 

& Scriptures are plain and clear. Again, © Fleſh and Blood is 
© not able to underſtand the Holy Will of God without SPE- 
&« CIAL Kevelation, * Therefore Chriſt gave Thanks unto his 
<« Father, and likewiſe opened the Hearts of his Diſciples, 
<« that they might underſtand the Scriptures, Mithout this ſpe. 
© jal Help and PROMTING of God's _ Spirit, the Word 
« of God is unto-the Reader, be hemever ſo wiſe or well learn- 
6 ed, as the Viſtonof a ſealed Book, 

Now unleſs Men. are bounJ to do what they do not under- 
ſtand how-to do, then only are they to do them where they 
are Revealed or Diſcovered to them, which being by the Spi: 
rit only, according to their Doctrine, the Teſtimony and Dil 
coveries of the Spirit arc requiſite to our underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, which implies and comprehends a Difcriminat- 
ing Knowledge or Certain Diſcerning of what we ſhould pra- 
Qile from what is not obligiog upon us to praCtiſe, and con- 
ſequently, that we ought not to 1un head long without ſuch 
knowledge. . 

T. Collier, an Ancient and Eminent Man among the We- 
| ſtern- Separatiſts of our Nation, writeth thus : © For 

T. Coll. © me to ſpeahof Gud, becauſe another ſpeaks of him , 
Works, | * and tobe able to talk much of God as I read of him in 
P. 247, © Seripture, NOT BEING MADE ONE IN THE 

** SAME TRUTH, 7 ſee and ſpeak BUT WHAT 
* ANOTHER HATH SPOKEN , and ſo may ſpeak truly ſome - 
&« times of God, but it is by Hear-ſay, ANOTHER MAN's 
« TRUTH, BUT NOT MINE, /o,. 1 doubt, many 4 Soul 
« BOASTSIN ANOTHER MAN's LIGHT, Again, © / 
©« ſee that external Attings according to a Rule without, 1s 10+ 
* thing, if net flowine from a Principle of Life and Love within. 
Which is more then E, B-(aid, of whom F. Faldo (with un- 
worthy Reflection and baſe Wreſtings) hath ſaid ſo mnch. 
This 


(27) » 


Thus far ors my Rejoynder, and I hope far enough to defeat 
our Skirmiſher, and rout all his falfe Conſequences in the plain 
Field; 1 will not abgvnd in my own Senſe, but ſhall leave 


. - every impartial Reader to determine, whether E. Burrongh 


ef i, Penn for him underſtood and intended thoſe Paſſages to 
all the Commandments of Ged, or thoſe only that are sf a pe- 
cuciar and extraordinary Nature, which are both by F, F. 
and F.C, foodiouſly relented and mnproved, even to all A. 
theiſm and Impiety, 

But for further Satisfation to my Reader and to compleat 
this Adverfary's Defeat, 1 will ſuppoſe him making this Ac- 
knowledgment and ObjeCtion, v1:z. 

Igrant that both ]. F. and my ſelf have unworthily wrong'd 
E. B's Words and Senſe, and W. Penn's too, as to the main ſcope 
of the Controverſit, believing thry intended what they ſaid, not 
of all the Commands of God, and I am willing to let go the laſt of 
the three Paſſages I cite in my Pamphlet, viz, * When any Man 
« js convinced that what was commanded another is required 
« of him, then, and [not till rhen, he is rightly authorized to 
« perform it, believing this related to extraordinary Caſes ;, but 
I am yet diſſatisfied with the other.two Paſeges ſtill, viz, © No 
« Command in the Scripture is any further obliging upon any 
« Man, then as he finds a Convition upon his Conſcience 
—— <[t is Conviction that can only oblige to Obedience, 
I ftill believe that all thoſe horrid Conſequences f 1kirmiſht hins 
with, are due tothat Doftrine: What morecan f, C. ſay for 
himſelf then this Objeion imports? I ſhall now defend my 
Words, as he hath laid them down, from any ſuch Iaferences 
as he has given in their Name, 

To make my Anſwer clear, it is to be conſider'd; firſt, 
What ui that Conſcience] mean ;, next, What the ConoWG:ov, and 
by whom given, which underftood, corrects his Folly (to ſay 
no war) and ends the Debate with his Defeat. 

To fay nothing here of the various Definitions that are of 
Conſcience, nor 1s it ſo proper, for the Queſtion is about what 
Conſcience, I ſhall keep to the Diſtintion in Scripture; the 


Scrip- 
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Scripture mentions two Sorts of Conſcience, a-Good and an 
evil Conſcience ; the Queſtion will be, which | meant; if rhe 
laft, as ſayes f. C. I am gone; if the fggmer, he is routed; net 
the latter, fay I, for two Reaſons, the one, becauſe a wicked 
feared Conſcience, as ſuch, rejets all Conviction, the 
other, becauſe I have particularly declared againſt 7. F, that 
ſpoke not of any ſuchConſcience;nay,l have excepted and made 
Proviſion againſt any ſuch Conſtruſtien in my very Anſwer ; 
ſo to take and render me then is injurious, But if I meant.it 
of a corrected, rightly qualified Conſcience, ſuch as the Apo- 
ſile ſpeaks of, Rem, 2.14, 15. thit bear Witneſs in the Gene 
tiles to the Work of the Law of God writ in their Hearts, then 
it will follow, that this *kirmiſher is beſide the Saddle, and 
hath ſhouldered him'elf out of the Point, | 
But next, what is Conviction that ebliegeth? is it [ma- 
gination only ? or a D:atol.cal Sug geſtion to ki, rob, lye, 5c. 
as ſayes J. C. no ſuch Matter, but aclear Underſtanding agd 
ſound Judgment, and upon right Concluſions, from tae Ma- 
nifeſtation of the Light, Grace or Spirit of God, that attends 
all People whoſe Day is not over fr their Conviction ani Con- 
verſion to God ; this I do verbally provide for in my Anſwer 
and Rejeynder to J, Falds, yet hath J. C. fo ſtrangely render- 
ed both me and my Afﬀertions therein z certainly this' Man is- 
the greateſt of Neviers in our Controverſie and Religion, or 
incomparably baſe ; for cither he ſuppoſeth that we do not 
hold, Thar all Men are enlighined wuh a meaſure of ſaving 
Light ſo 4s that Mencanmet plead ignorance of what u fit fer 
them to do, which is our known Principle, and he confeſfſeth 
it, p.13, or that if he doth fo knew, he muſt admit that this 
givine Light is idle and inſufficient to convince People; or 
liſtlygbelieving neither, he doth very ill to tell the. World in 
our Name, that we make debauched and ſeared Conſcience onr 
Rul-s of Obedience to Salvation, and ſubject the Laws of God 
and Man to the Acknowlcdgment of ſuch- depraved Cenſci- 
ERces, 
Again, where there is no Law, there is noTranſpreſſion, and 
where the Law is net known there is no Law; now 1... 


would 
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would have us believe, p. g. & 9. that the very 
Ten "Commandments, as well as the Sayings of p, 8, & 9, 
Chriſt, and Writings of his Apoſtles are (o ſpiritu 
al and myſterious, that carnal Men, as fuch, cannot know 
them, ne not ſo much as to underſtand what God m ans when 
he ſayes, Thou ſhalt not k;ll: Now if this Tale be true,what's be- 
come of }.C, for if the Scrpiture ſayes Where there is no Law, 
there w no Tranſgr: ſpon, and Realonafſures us, rhar where a 
Law is not known, there w no Law, and that ]. C, tells we, 
that no Man that is not ſpiritual can know God's Laws and Com- 
mands, even when they are publ:ſht, and that the Spirit of God 
only gives the ſpiritual Knowledge of them; will it not una« 
voidably fellow, T hat ne Command obligeth without Convittion, 
fince no Command tyes without Knowledge, which is Convi- 
Hin, ayes ].C. p.3. yet again the whele Bible ].C, receives for 
Truth, e:ther bv. Authority or Revelation, both which Wayes 
require ConviRtion ; for if he goes upon the Foot of Author:-. 
ry, he-muſt be ſatisfied in his Conſcience that thoſe who writ, 
divulged, preſerved and recommended it have not put any 
Trickor Abuſe upon him, which is Credit upon a Sort of Con- 
viction ; if he embraceth the Bible upon the Revelation and 
Teſtimony of the Spirit in him{e!f(the old ProreſantPlea)that is 
not poſſible without Conviction, for Evidence is Knowledge,& 
Knowledge Conviction; and if 1 muſt have the.ConviQtion of * 
G 01's Spirit for the whole, I muſt have it for the Parts ;. and 
therefore no Command in Scripture 15 any farther obliowg upon 
any Man then as he finds a Convittion upon his Conſcience ,, the 
contrary makes God a very hard Maſter ;. for 'tis to, ſay, that 
he reaps where he Þath not ſown, that his Laws are not binding 
where they are not known, and that he requires an Obedience 
without giving Men the Underſtanding of their Duty : again, 
they are Chriſt's own Words, 1 will [end the 
Comforter, or rather Advocate unto you, and Joh.16.7, 8, 
when be 1s: come, he will convince the World of 
Sin, 1 demand if the Convition of the Spirit is not here made - 
the Rule of- Judgment and Praftice, Again, ,. | 
Jf I had ws, a= among thew the Works that Chop. 15-24. . 
none 


z0) : 
yore other man did,they had = had Sin; here Conviction goes 
before Sin, and that makes Death follow Sin: For the Wrath 
of God is revealed from Heaven againſt al Un- 
Rom, 18, 19, godlineſs and Vnrighteouſneſs of men, who hold 
the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, becauſe that 
which may be known of God is M ANIFEST IN THEM, 
for God hath SHEWED «ut unto them, $0 the 
Mic. 6.8, Prophet, He hach SHEWED mnto thee O Man 
what tr goed, And upon whors duth not his Light 
Joh.1.5.9. ariſe? In him was Life, and the Life the Light 
of Men; that was the true Light which LIGHT. 
ETH EVERY Man that cometh into the World, For tt is 4 
Shame to ſpeak, of thoſe Things which are 
Ephe. 5.12, 13, ' done of them in ſecret, but ALL THINGS 
THAT ARE REPROYED are made 
MANIFEST by the Light, For the Grace of God that brings 
Salvation hath APPE ARED wunto ALL Men, teaching 
. w%, that denying Ungodlineſs and Y Yorldly Lufts we ſhould live 
foberly, righteenſly and godly in this preſent V/orld, For 
if our HE ART condemn us, God it great- 
Joh, 3. 20,21, er, and knoweth all Things ;, Beloved, if our 
HE ART condemn mu notgthen have we Con- 
fidence towards God ; which Paſſages prove an univerſal Prin- 
ciple, not condemning without requiring, nor requiring with- 
out manifeſting and convincing ; therefore it is no Goa blaſphe. 
ming nor Soxl- damning Error (as ſayes ]. C. p. 14.) to afirm 
that there is no Obligation withoutConvition,nor Duty with- 
out Knowledge ; what would this Sk;rmifſher 
Rom. 10, 3, mak Fews of us, toa&t upon Zeal without 
As 18.32,23, Knowledge ? or Athenians, to worlhip and 
dedicate Temples to an unknown God ? and 
lay it down for an Axiom of Divinity, That Men ſtand oblig'd, 
not only without, but againſt Convition ; is he not like to 
give a rare account of his Onſet,that mannages it at this Rate? 
the poor Man has miſt his Blow,and is fallen down with ſtriking 
at me; this appears by his manifeſt Miſtakes and groſs Con- 
tradictionstoo , his Miſtakes I have already ſhown ; I ſhall 
; nOW 
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now touch briefly upon his Contraditions, wherein he is as 
kind as he was cruel, and gives but all that he plundered from 

us, and ſo ends the Skirmiſh. His firſt ContraliRion is this, 
Igrant you that no man ſtands bound to obey any Command, 
whickit is utterly 1mpoſſible for him to know be conyin» 
ced of ;, But doth this afſoyl and clear him from yielding 
the Cauſe ?o—— But where nothing binders a man from know: 
ing his Duty, but his own Neglett and wilfnl Careleſneſs, and 
where a manſhall by Sin debauch and ſear his Conſcience, will 
you excuſe this Man——— If indeed the Caſe were ſo,that no Con« 
vittion couldbe,or none that ] could ary Way compaſs then 1 were 
in noFault, but where it is my Fault if I be unconvinced in 
ſuch Caſe God may juſtly charge me with the Omiſſion of Duty, 
and the Cemmiſſton of Evil and by granting this, 1 aſſey; 
and clear the Fuſt ice of God, - 
No doubt in the leaſt, and a Seaſonable Peccavs for what h* 
has done , for, kow wide is this off what I have ſaid, of which 
I. C,has ſaid ſo veryill? I fay, No Command is 6bliging with- 
out Conviftion ;, 1.C. ſaith, No Command 5s obliging without 
Convittion, provided he doth not hinder his own Convincement, As 
if I ſtated it, that Lee men ſhyt their Eyes, ſtop their Ears, rebs!, 
blaſpheme, give themſelves ' up to all Supe rflunty of Nanghtineſs 
rill Conſcience is ſearcd as with an hot Jron, ytt witbout the 
Hanne be convinced, or thatGod by Force make ut to ſee, hear, 
and be ſenfible whether it will or ne, men are not obliged by any 
of bis Commands ; for this is the very Way he ftates the Calc 
for me, though | de ſo particularly provide againft any fuch 
diſſolute and infamous Pretences. This is ſo plain, that when 
I ſay, that Convition only obliges to Obedience, I add,that 
what works the Conviction is the Manifefting Liphr, Univer. 
fal Grace or Quickning Spirit in the Heart of Mankind; fo 
that let us now ſce the real Differcace betwixt this Skirms. 
ſher'sGrant at the End of the Day,and what he ſo furiouſly flew 
upon inthe Beginning, Saith he, 1 am bound to obey no Com- 
mand, but what 1 am convinced of, provided Ido net neg let or 
rejett the means of my Convincement. p. 11, Say I, No Com- 
wand i furtber obliging upon me, then as 1 find a Convittion in 
« Conſcience by the Light, Grace or Spirit of Ged, unto which 
men ſhould have regard ; for that follows in my ſame An- 
ſwer 


P. 17, 


(22) 
1wer as an Explanation and Guard to that Aſertion, moſt un- 
-worthily neglected by my Adverſary, only to make Room 
for this vain and fruitteſs Skirmiſh. Now unleſs my Convidti- 


'on by the Grace of God, be neglecting the means of Convitti. 


on as moſt uridoubtedly it is not-it-being the only V\ ay of true 
Convidtion } what Jora of Difference is there between my 
Aſſcrtion, and his Concefſion ? For Inſtance,no man is bound 
to tnſwer a Queſtion he Yoth not hear, ſay I; no man is 


'bound to anſwer a Queſtion he does not hear, If he did nor ſtop 


bis Ears, oy refuſe to hear, ſaith he, as If I admitted, rhar mex 


* might flop their Ears, and yet be excuſable, which is to read 


my Aſſertion thus, No man is bound to anſwer 4 Queſtion that 


' be will not hear ;, and no Command 1s obliging upon 4 man that 


will not be convinced, The moſt contradictory to my Aﬀertion 


-that can well be, eſpecially when I neither lay the Obligation 


upon every Conviction, but that only which comes from the 
'Holy Spirit of Truth ; that is alwayes preſent to convince all 
of their Duty, nor fubje&tthatConviftionto the corrupt wills 


*+of Men. 


I'ſhall here ſum vpall my Avthorities into one, and that is 
"W. Perkins « famous man in his time, Whoſe pn may 
perhaps ſway a little to correet the Etravagancy of this young 


-Skirmiſher. 


w— Synch Perſons as have not ſo much as heard of Chriſt, 
though they are'apt and fit to be bound in Conſci- 
TW, Perk, ence by the __ in as muchas they are the 
Works of *© Creatures of God, yet are they not indeed a&«- 
Conſe. p. * «lly boundgtill ſuch time as the Goſpel be REVEAL-« 
512, ED, or at the leaſt means of Revelation offered, 
© Keaſon 1, V Y hatſoever Dottrine or Law doth 
© bind Conſcience, muſt in ſome ParuBE KNOYVN by Ma- 
©rure or by Grace, or by both 7, the Underſtanding muſt FIRST 
< OFALL CONCEIVE or at the leaft have means of concesving 
© fore Conſcience can conſtrain, becauſe it BINDETH BY VIR. 
TUE OFENOVVN CONCLUSIONS 3» the Mind, there. 
fore things that are ALTOGETHER UNKNO#'N AND 
UNCONCEIVED OF THE UNDERST ANDING 
DO 


(33) 

DO-NOT BIND IN CONSCIENCE, Now that the Gof. 
, pel 4s mnkyown of many 1 have already proved. therefore it binds 
.them not in Conſcience, Il. Pani faith, Rom. 2.12, They which 
fon without Law, ſhall be condemned without Law. To this he 
; brings Auguſtine, TraR, 89, on John 15, 22, ſaying, that the 
Gentiles may heve 41 Excuſe for not belieomg in Chrift, Bith. 
« Sanderſon is of the ſatne Judgment in his Oxford LeAtures on 
Conſcience, 

Now for his next Contradiction, which is in ample manner 


Ged and CONSCIENCE wil never ſmite for meer (p. 11.) 
and toral Impeſſibilitics , what are they IC? to obey « Command 
: which it 58 utterly 1mpeſſible ro kyow or be convincedof: Very 
well, enough of this before ; but what's the Matter with Con- 
: ſcience ? how comes this range Advance of a ſuddain from 
- the Bar tothe Bench? what, a Kegicide, 2a Parricide, a Muy + 

derer, an Adaltercr, a Drunkard, aT bief, a Traytor, a Ty- 
rant, a Blaſphemer, an Atheiſt, and now a Fudge, and fuch g 
te as takes Place next God himlelfin Judgment ; God 
a»d CONSCIENCE will never [mite and condemn, &c. O 
Powerful Conſcience! and O Righteous Conſcicnce too ! 
what, «juſt Judge at laſt ! þoth able and equal? certainly 
then it can be ao Error to follow thy Ditates, nor make thy 
Convictions the Mcaſures of our Obedience yz but tell me © 
Conſcience, if Princes and Rulers make never ſo good Laws 
wilt thou come and fay, / deny fl theſe Laws and the Aahgrs of 
them, Children may murder their Parents ; Swbjelt1, their 
Princes ;,, Servants, their Maſters ;, one Man,another? p.5,6, 

Doſt thou require mento do all theſe Impieties nnder pai 
of Damnation? if not, go to 7. C, for SatisfaCtion ;, for he 
has grievorfly abuicd thee. 

In ſhort, Reader, So perplext is the Man in his Skirmsfb, 
that he ſeems to have ſcar'd no Bedy ſo much as himfelf ; he 
has frightned himſelf with hs own Ba{beyger;and 3s it happens 
with young Hotrſparys, Conccit carries them. on, but leaves 
them in the Fray, to get off as they can: ſo it has fallen out 
with 1. C. heis in, and he knows not kow to get out again. 

Ouc while he appeals to _ and Conſcieace ; If God and 

Con- 
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Conſcience approve me, p.2, here he makes Conſcience the © 
of his Writing as well as God; another while, We may 
ds the moſt barrid' Crimes, and yet Conſcience ftayd to them and 
not only not ſmits us; but approve us and praiſe ws, P. F. and 
by, Get and CONSCIENCE will never ſmite axd condemn 
for meer Impeſſibilsties ;, here again it is joyned with God in 
Righteous Judgment, p. 17. | WT 

, rn If Comviltion be the Ground of Obtdiexce, and the 
Authority of Scripture d:pend ayon the ReBtitude and Purity of 
- Conſcience, then all rational Law, Order ard Government ds- 
wine and human i everturned, and a flop put to all Religion ard 
Picty towards G odgto alt Conſcerance, Honeſty and Chari y toward 
Hen. Let God command what be with, Conſorence may come 
and ſay, 1 deny this Command and him that commandeth it, P.y. 

I defire to know of this Man, by what Trope or Figure it 13 
that he makes adhering to Conſctence the Way to overrtusn 
and flop Conſcience : that's the firſt Caſe of Cen'ience I have 
to a5k of him. | 

The ſecond is this, how Conſcienee can be coupled with Ho- 
neſty and oy, nay, with God himſelf, and yet have the 
Impudence to tc God, ] deny thy Command and thee too, is 
not this rang Divinity?urely this Man is but a Parſon by rfic 
by; for he violates the common Rules of Theology, as their 
o wnSchools teach. 

But gnce more in Honour of Conſcience, and to make her 
amends, as he began with the leave of Conſcience, he ends, 
_ will believe him,with the Judgment of Conſcience, hear 
1 would be glad to make the beſt ] eartof your Poſition, but [ 
9M en and Conviction ; thus doth he make 
Shat his Guide his whole Pamphlet reprobates. 

The next Contradiftion is this, that Conſcience is made by 
him to be &fed with Sin, as if it were s juſt Principle ; and by 
and by he renders it the ſeared ative Sinner, p.y. One more, 
| Laſtly, he tells us,that be grants that without the Light with- 
#1we conld not at all come to the Knowledge of the Scriptures, p. 
_ —— the Light within groes the Drunkerd lave 10 b 


Again, 
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Agam, The Light within, wwuck ſhould be bis GUIDE, like 
= negligent Arunken Coarh-man fieeps, and the Horſes run wood, 
of be drwves into Puts and Bogs; ſo doth the Light wathin taks 
Part with the Fleſh and Satan againſt you, p.13. 

Theſe Contradictions. ſpeak for them(elves, though againſt 
ham ; the Reader may eakly judge at what a Pals this Par ſor- 
skir miſhcr hath reduced himſelf, that writes at this Randome 
Rate. 

But what further of his elaborate Studies in Divinity ? why 
this, If Scriptare go (layes he) farewel God, and Chrift, and 
Heaven, ardall Law, and Rule, p. 13. 

Now God forbid that the Scriptures ſhould go ; but fince 
in telling a Fib of us (as if we (lighted them) he has a:iven- 
tured ijuch 8n Axiom abroad inthe World, I think fit thus to 
animadvert: Doth God, Chriſt, Heaven, all Law and Rule 
depend upon Scrip:ure ? ſtrangeChange ! rhe Creator depends 
1:pon the Creature ; the Savieur vpon his Mcflage ; Heaven 
upos the Hiſtory of it? Ridiculous, as well as blaſphemous- 
Well, but this is the worlt Scnſe; let us ſee if we can find the 
beſt, and that is this, Farewel to our Knowledge and Enjoyment 
of God,Chrift, Heaven g5c.rf the Script res were loft ;, but this is 
alſo Extravagant,finceGod hath nct io tyed up him{elf to <crip- 
ture ; the Scripture it ſclf tells us of a Law writ is the Heart, 
and that this is nt an Inferiour State ncither, but Heb 8 
that of the New and everlaſting Tovenant, Again | *7***®* 
was :h:re no God, Chriſt or Heaven,;Law or Rule before Scrip-+ 
ture ? the contrary is noterious, the World had enjoyed ma» 
ny Agts before the Scriptures were in Being , Paradile needed 
them not; and Abraham, ]/eac and Faceb had them not z and 
can this Parſon think there was no Knowledge of God, Chriſt, 
Heaven, Law or Ru'e in thole Ages ?- wonderful ! what crois 
Proſpetts doth this Man take of Religion! | But what becomes 
of his | vir Laws writ in Mans Natwie? 'p. 8;9; if all 
w0.21d be loſt with the Scriptures (which God preſerve) how 
croſs is this to the Apoſile's Sentence in this very Place, Row, 
2. For the Gentiles whica have not the Law, do by Nature the 
Things contained u1 the Law, and axe a Law nnuta themſelves - 
« ſeems here watGod, Heaven, aw & Rule without Scripture, 
e 2 Laſt! 


_ 


(36). 

Lafily, He-would needs haveit, That mey may commut af. 
forts of Impiety wpon Convittion; ſeep. 4, 5, 10,11. Whereas 
all theſe Evils are committed againſt Conviction, ſayes every 
Orthedox Man, be they Sins of FWilfulneſs, Searednefs or Ie- 
norance; for Wilfulnefs reſiſts Conviftion ; Searedneſs over- 
| Layes, ſmothers or kills it, ifit be poſſible ; and Ignorance is 
Darkneſs or Blindneſs, which is juſt oppoſite to Conviftion. 

Perhaps he thought any thing would do againſt the ,2u- 
kers , eſpecially if Sk:rmjhand [mprimatur began it ; but can 
he in his Conſcience think ( for now he tes us he hath one,and. 
ke can appcal tot too ) that the Light within ; to the Un- 
derſtanding of Scripture, and ought to be onr Guade ; and yet 
that it ſhould be a lexd drunken, fieſhly, ſatanical Principle, and 
4 Rebel againſt God that gave it for thoſe excellent Ends of know. 
ng Seripturtgand regulating our Converſation accordingly ? (tiall 
I return him his own Saying ? Br ralia fando temperet 4 las 
chrymis ? though we had all gone aſtray, Icver thought our 
Guide had kept the Way, and that ſhould be our Condema+ 
nation ; b:'t this Man tcacheth other DoQrine, namely, that |, 
the Gaide Cod bath giver. me leads to be drunk, and takes Part 
with the Flrſh and Satan againſt God, What follows, but that 
every Man 1s diicharged from adhering to fuch a Guide, e(pe- 
cially fince the People in the Coach are not te be blamed, if 
the Coach-mandrive them into Pits or Bogs ; but ſcriouſly Par» 
fon is there no Soxl damning or Ged blaſpbeming Error in this 
DoQrine, that chargeth him with making ſo dl Provifion for 
the Rule of Man's Lite ; would'ft not thou take 4 butter Coach» 
man, left tby Horſes, with thy Was ſhoxld run weed? And 
hath the A'mighty ſo il helped us with a Guide, and yet de+ 
nounceth ſo many heavy and cternal Puniſhments, in. caſe'l 
miſs my Way ? This falſe Step in Divinity drives mc to ob- 
ſerve three or four more, and ſo conclude, : 
p38, The next js this, That the Indians have no Know? 
ir, {edge of Grodor Evil, which beſides that contradicts 

the Teſtimony of Travailers, and the Judgment of 
all Learned Mcn; and which is more, the Scripture too, that 
demanded of old, Upor whom does not bois Leght ariſe? and 
tells us, That every AMan bas 4 Meaſure of Light, and ms 


- © 
by 
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theiGrice of Cid Lane roy the> Parſon tonttddifts> 

himſelf ;\for he tells us of Laws of Grd .wrie in Afer's Naan; ! 

which includes Indians, if Indian: be-Meni* .: WY 4004 
His next Error cxpreffed or implyed by ſeveral places of his'/ 

Pamph et 15, T hat aflonep avs nos conumeed; \repro- Pi : oy 

ved or conderanet, thoug b they may bave the Afenrs of) P9219. 

5, I affirm chac all mcg are-Convinced, though rhey-4dyr it 

not to heart 3 for men ſec their Sin, unleſs. they have fimicd'? 

their Sight away;/in caſe thatcan entirely be,” God bath ſhewed-: 

ante thee O-Man what goed : Whanr Man is this? Mick 8; 

the ew? - ye$,and the Gentile too : AeAer) thatiss 70s > - 

AAankind ;, and can man;fee:the Good: and not the Evil, © or 

cat he fee cirher and not be convinced ? Afonſirar Heorrenduis!. - 

Ingens - Pray. is man |cft without Excuſe, if God ſhows - 

him n5t Good and Evit?-and can he fery, and not be convin- 

ccd 7 Sight is Convidtion.”. - 
But when all is done, granting the Man his black Qpinion'. 

of. Conſcience and Cogvition 3: what can he fay'vf a Guatiy's 

Conſcience I candiot ſay of a Protefanrs? Wall he beraychis- 

own Ne(t,or mark his own Noſe + What other Argument uſed :/ 

Luther, Melantthen,Z wing hut, Calurnand BrzaGTe. abroad;; | 

B. Heoper, 'F. Bradford, 1. Philyet, B. Tewel, exc, at home ? 

for their Segararien from the Church of Keme.- - Dbcs not this 

man know, that all thoſe horrid Conſequences he has beopt vp» 

on my Aﬀertion, miy be (and ſome of them, havg born) ur- 

gedagamſt the men named and their Followers by the Poprfh.. 

Charchy Yea, and by one abother'too ? I this Mar 8 Protes 

fare ? Why nota Papift? nſw. Beexulc of Conſcience and | 

ConviQtion to the contrary 5 Hold there, ſayes the Papilty th++ 

Church ttabevi 4 prevate Conſeience ; and what kyow } but. your 

Conſcience will Lye, Steal, Rebel againſs the Geverninent. and.” 

at laft Cut Threats. O by no meats, 1. C. may ſay, i] am go 

ſuch ian, my Conlſcience teaches me better things. Never 

1: nt of "that, fayes the 'Papift, whilf# yow maky Conſcience 

and Conviltion the Rule of your Ations towards the Cintch, 1 

have Cauſe tofear that will one time or nther yretend a Convittia 

«x to follow at manner of Lufts, to overturn Law ind Gevern- 

ment, and te fog all Religion and Prety tomird: God, off Conſti- 

ence, 


et 


more then 1 cat) believe;hor do' God and Confcience'cVer 
ſmite'fo ark rk poſſibil SP _ nota? treat 
ſcience iIRion-for wharl do, p13: An T.C. 
OE OF cen hi Papift,- Would oneithink then that chis 


Manſhiould fall fo fevercly uponanc for having any: regard its. 

- think hewete” beſide 

* himſelf, as well as the Truth - Bat [Lamnorwithour Hopes of - 
- his Information-and Reptntance ; till then I would adviſe the + 


Conſcience and Conviction ? onewoutd 


Tmirimat ur. mans not tobe ſo Licentiow;, and in' the mean 
while, it can dohimno harm to meditate well uponthis Paſſage 
of-Scriptare, Ard. be £4aſis all,borb great and frnat, rich and 
 poorgbond of freato receive @ MARK mn their Rggin Hands or in 


their For-headry; and that no man might BUY: o —_ f 
, 


fave he that had the A ARK or the NAME of the BEAS 


Rev. 13. 16, 17, \ 
1 ial conclude with the Jud” ment of B, Andrews Wi Pers! * 


kins'and B. wilkint pon Confcience,and that ſhall be my Con- 
tribution tothe Parſen's !better Proficiency in Divinity; -for [ 
hearhes but Lately and by Accidentof the Trade. | 


Lene. Audrews Bj ; of Winton, on the cGeaniiting. 


—— 6. faith, *Iy the WORST of Men, 
© when God purs'the Bit ia their Mouthes, thoſe 
« Sparky (vie that he hath placed in.man), will fly 
* aut, . 5. He calls Conicience, God's. Depay or 
Vice-gerent, | | ® 6 5 3:i3 09 J; 
w. Perkins, Treatiſe of Conſcience, in_his Works 


Theological, x mae oup thats 6. impreſs. "Con 


© ſerente 1s n part of the Underſtanding "in MN} real, 
* nable Creatures, * determining of FfeÞor 54 | 


* Ations, cither with them or againſt them, _—_Un- 
* derſtanding hath two parts, Theoretical & Pretical, 
* under the is:Conſcience,: becauſe his per- 
« ryciv20 judge of the Goodheſo or Batlhefs of Th $ 


Or, 


£ A (3B) be 3: Seeds bs 
rf Rh entey \Honefty nd Charity ; Mr,pilg; > Bbt God and + ' 
£5 Conſcierice apptoves me, (ayes /; C\ p. 2. 'beannori believe! | 


p_ 


tr os Wo of the Namie 
Wc * Coticience,ſcire toknow,is of ne l 


*by himfelf;- and coſtire bs when t the ſeiſt. 
q * know ſome one'ſecret thing, | emknow-. 
*ing it together with the ot ethe Name, 


c E4iSndi or confeientia.,' Coulcheors 3s:chat oat aboog> 
* chat combines two toge! r, and-makes:them Peft- 
"RETS.ID the Knowledge'of mie andthe (ame 
© —— Man by 2 Gift given hin-of "G6d Knows, "7 
© gether with Grd, & fame, things of hike: 


*And'this Gift is na p ne <1, 
<(asit were) 2 little 6:4 
of Ment Hearts, arrgignt. ne her 


©[ball be at the Tri | 
*totake the Principles ant Condl 


(an they 
; 4 rhrigds th Peony the he 
anda them," an 
GR en eas put only. $5 
<ſpe& of the uſe thereof, al Reafon'? i 4 Druakard,! 
and not etherwiſe——Canſcience is # Thing 
* of a divine Nature, and-isa thing placed of N we. 
© God in the midſt; berweeni himand Mah, 2s #1 4r-" 
* bitrator, togiveSentelee"andto from mee elthiey * with" 
© Mih ihagantt Mun rats Gd, © 
Biſh: 19WHkiass' Real Chiratter, Definition of Con- 
ſcience, *Ity a Faculty whereby we apply general 
p wg to. particular Cales,; being-a prattical 
Taos gment or Memory, rtlating to Matters of Duty, 
_—_— to _ Mnconſcionablenefs, A LE 


E ow po F, & 


_ Teſtimonies give great Honour 80 Conſeiene, as the. 


llity of Profeſhons give to the Men. By them it appears 
that + Inſenſpbituy i is not Conſcience or ConviFien ; and the Trot 


TT. C(00)-/ Sy 
"| wnconſc k implyes that conſeronable is yeaſonable, juſt 
. Forour Parts,. we believe that God has placed 'bis Wirweſs 
;in every Soul: Heart and Conſcience, and: that all Mankind 
ſhaſl'be Accuſed dr Excuſed by it ; they-that 'rebe!- againſt it, 
: 26 theme ſhall PETRO Worm ; to them that love 
and obey'it, an Everlaſting Comforter, rang 
"By this bath. God/awakened and redeemed ys from a vain 
- Converſation } 'Tizhis/ancientlight and Spirit that ſtrove with 
the old Workd,zgndftrivey withthis;- To no other'Spirit is 6ur 
Teſtimony, neither Conſcience or Convition., then that 
- which is accotding to the Nature of it. - And as I can take 
Aogealtethe "epoan of 1. C. and all ether People 
$6 &, if ever" out Canſciences or mr ng have led 
0.any fuckideteſtableEnormities, as he charges upon our 
br ! nd:Ptincipley) and> if we have gay 3. had our 
-Conyerlatidn.among them in a1 Gentleneſs, Sobriety and He- 
wefty, {odol warn all, towhom this\comes, that they judge 
6s not with Uarightcous Judgment, nor readily receive the 
Reports and Suggeſtions of prejudiced Men againſt ws and our 
holy Way. Its tiv enſic thing ro Fleſh and Blood, for us to 
live-vprightly in the Profefſion of it : meer- Outlide, Hiſtori« 
cal Fanh, Large Shews, much Talk for Religion, will not do 
the Matter, if the Heart remains unſubjeed, the affeftions 
wamertificd, and no Peace with God ſealed to the Soul ; De- 
part from me, will be the laſt diſmal Sentence. 
© Therefore my dear Coun'ry-men, Grieve not God's Holy 
Spirit.z 'encline your Hearts to his Word ; 'tis nigh you 
(as Rom, 10.) that you ſhould obey +t and do it; itwill reform 
and regenerate you; it will create all things new, from an 
Hard to a Broken Heart,from a Vain to a Contrite Spirit ; new 
Aﬀedtions, new Defires, new Love, new Friendfhip, new 
Words, new Works, new. Cuſtoms and Faſhions (not like 
the World's, that ſhall paſs away, and Vexation of Spirit on« 
ly remain in lieu of them forever) Then ſhall the Peace of 
'God flow into your Souls as a-River, and nothing ſhall ever 
/harm'er make you afraid, 
Truly Friends, a Vain, Worldly, Unwatchful Converſs- 
tion 


$7 
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ti>n vunrepentcd of, be your Preſeſſion and Church what 
will, will one Day harm and make you afraid; for Ged! 
Reward all people according to their Works : at'that ſol 
Day it will not be Well Talkt, or Well Profeſt, but Wz 
DONE, fred and faithful ſervants; Why? Becauſe ti. 
have kept his holy Sayings; Remember what Chriſt Jeſus ſaia 

(by whom God will judge the Secrets of all Hearts in the Day 
| of Account) that for every Idle Word which dan ſpeakgth, fhall 
he give an Account in the Day of Fndgment, 

s one that knows the Terrors of the Lord, I would per- 
fwade all men to turn to the living God; For if the Righteows.. 
ſearcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungodly and Sinner appear? for 
the Kingdom of God ftand:s in Rightronſanſe Peace and Foy in the 
bel y Gheft ; and Sinners have nothing to do there « Neither 
think, that you are ſaved by Chrift from Wrath, and got. 
faved from Sin ; or that he has ſaved you from the Guilt,though 
the Nature and AQts of Sin remain no ſuch can walk with 
Ged here; for they myſt be tranſlated,changed,renewed;much=- 
leſs can they enjoy the Lord hereafter. Wherefore caſt about, 
and ſec how itis with you; hearken while itis today 3 your 
faithful Aonitor is in your own Boſom; and Waits and Xnocks 
te be let into your moſt inward Aﬀettion,that he may be your 
Delight, the prime Obje of your Leve; and bleſſed are 
they that are not offended in him, but believe in him, and con- 
feſs him before all men ; the Outſide Few deſpiſed him then,the 
Out fide Curiftian (\eights him now ; but bleſſed be God, this 
ſpiritual Appearance of Chriſt in the Soul, to the Fews (the 
Profefſors } a Stumbling-bluck,to the Greeks (the Wile Men) 
Feolifhgeſs, is unto us, who have believed therein, the migh« 
ty power of Ged to our Salvation ; and the worftdelire | have 
for you is, That you alſo may fincerely believe, «nd when 
Time with you ſhall be no more, receive, with all thoſe that 
in the Self-denying Life of holy Jeſus walk, and faint not, to 
the End. of their Dayes, Glory, Honour and Etcrnal Life,, 


Amen, 
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